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LETTER 


TO THE 
Second Church and Congregation 
| in Scituate. 
Written by their Rev. Paſtor. 


Shewing ſome Reaſons why he doth not 
invite the Rev, Mr. George Whitefield in- 
| to his Pulpit. 8 | 

To which is added, 


A Poſtcript, containing an Anſwer to the 
Reaſons given by a Number of Miniſters 
conven'd at Taunton, m the County of 
Briſtol, for their inviting of him into 

their Pulpits, Cc. 


Rom. 10. 1. Brethren, my Heart's Defire-and Prayer to God 


| fer Iſtael is, that they might be ſaved. 
Rom. 6. 17. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which 


cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which 
he bave heard, and avoid them. 


— 


* 


— 


B O S T O N: 
Printed for D. Gookin in Marlborough-ſtreet, 
over againſt the Old South Meeting Houſe. 
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The REVEREND 


Mr, Eells's LETTER 


TO HIS 


Church and Congregation. 


Dearly Beloved in our Lord and Saviour 
JesUs CHRIST, 


SSES $$$ O U have been the People of my paſ- 
e toral Care and Charge for the Space 
ol forty Years and ten Months, You 
8 5 Y & have been a loving and kind People to 
EE (be) = * ; and I have e bs accor- 
to the Meaſure of Grace given 

8888 * ES _ to approve my ſelf GA 10 
God, and to you ; and hitherto we have ( through the 
Kindneſs of God,) lived in great Love, Peace, and U- 


nity among our ſelves, when other Churches have becn 
rent and broken with Diviſions, 


5 In 


(4) 


In my publick Miniſtry among you, from my firit 
Settlement, I have endeavoured to guard you againſt 
Men of corrupt Principles, and to inſtruct you according 
to the Truth of the Goſpel ; and thro' the Kindneſs of 
God, neither Anabaptiſm, nor Quakeriſm, which were 
then common, hath gained any Ground, and there are 
now but very few of either Denomination in the Town. 


I have alſo not failed, as there hath been Occaſion, to 
warn you againſt /mpo/tors ; i. e. Men who take upon 
them to preach, without any Warrant from Chriſt, the 
ſupream Head and Saviour of the Church, 


And in the three or four Years paſt, wherein there 
hath been both Good and Evil prevailing in the Country ; 
the Work of God, and the Work of the Devil, going 
onina Way more remarkable than ever hath been 
known in theſe Churches ſince their firſt planting ; 1 
have endeavoured to keep ſuch out of my Pulpit, as ap- 
peared to me not Promoters of the Religion of theſe 
Churches, which I eftcem to be the Religion of Chriſt. 


And whereas the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, a re- 
markable Itinerant Preacher, hath of late gained conſide- 
rable Applauſe and Encouragement, not” only in the 
Metropolis of this Province, but alſo in ſome Country 
Towns; 1 think it proper this Way to let you know, 
why J have not invited him to preach in my Pulpit. 


And the Reaſons are theſe j 5 


I. Becauſe to me it doth not appear, that he ſtands right in 


the AAiniſiry of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
And 
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And if he doth not ſtand right in the Miniſtry, he hath 
no Right to preach and adminiſter the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper. For the Apoſtle hath ſaid, Rom. 10. 
15. Hmw ſhall they preach except they be ſent 9 Tho 


they may do it preſumptuouſly, yet they can't do it war- 
rentably ; for n» Man tateth this Honour ta himſelf, but he 


that is called of God, Heb. 5. 4. i. e. no Man taketh it 
to himſelf lawfully, who is not called of God; and if he 


doth not take it lawfully, he hath no juſt Right to it. 


Object. It may be ſome will object and ſay, Mr. 
Whitefield hath been regularly intro duced into the Miniſiry 
of the Goſpel, having received Epiſcopal Ordination. 


Anſw. Tho' I ſhould grant this, yet it doth not give 
me ſufficient Warrant now to open my pulpit to him, 


For | 

1. By his Epiſcopal Ordination he received no Au- 
thority to Itinerate in the Manner he hath done for ſe- 
yveral Years paſt : But the Authority he received from 
the Biſhop confined him to a certain Place, (till he 
ſhould receive further Orders) and to a certain Mode in 
publick Worſhip And he then put himſelf under the 
Oath of God to be ſubject to the Biſhop, and to obſerve 
the Mode of Worſhip uſed in the Church of which he 
was ordained a Miniſter, and no other, 


2. The Authority which he received from the Biſhop 
who ordained him, he hath forfeited, and is now ſuſpen- 
del from the Miniſtry of the Church of England, and 
from Communion at the Lord's Table; as I have been 
iniormed, 


And 


(0) 


And if it be hot fo, Why don*t the 'Clergy of the 
Church of England open their Pulpits to bim? Why did 
he not attend the Great Feſtival on the 25th of December 
aft ? Why did he leave Boon, and paſs by the Church 
I Braintree, and Scituate, to keep Chriſtmas with the 
Rev. Mr. Leonard, a diſſenting Minifter, and Paſtor of 
the arſt Church in that Town, and the firſt Chriſtian 
Church that was planted in New-England ? Would he 
have done thus had he ſtood right in the Church of Eng- 
land? Or is he lately become a Diſſenter? I can't un- 
derſtand that he owneth himſelf to be ſuch an one; but 
to be a true Son of the Church of England; and I wiſh 
he had Grace and Honeſty enough to prove himſelf faith- 
ful to the Church of which he profeſſeth himſelf to be a 
SON, 


Now if he hath forfeited the Authority which he re- 
ccived from the Biſhop that ordained him, he can't ſtand 
right in the Miniftry by Virtue of that Otdination, in 
theſe Churches, 


And what Buſineſs have we with him ? What Au- 
thority have we to invite him into our Pulpits, and to ad- 
miniſter the holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, unleſs 
he be in a proper Way reſtored to the Miniſtry again? 


But ſuppoſe he ftands right in the Miniſtry of the 
Church of England, and is under no Suſpenſion; but 
only leaves his Charge to ramble about the World : Is 
it decent and orderly for theſe Churches to encourage 
kim in ſuch a Diforder? Can any Inſtance of the l. ke 
Nature be given? What can his Deſign be? Have we 
any Reaſon to llal that he aims at the Good of theſe 
Churches, which ve diflented from the Mode of ob 
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be in the Church of Hngland, which he hath bound 
d | himſelf with an Oath to res Doth he not deſign 
hereby to weaken theſe Churches, and to fill up the 


1 Church of England with Numbers that: are grieved with 
1e | our Miniſters for indulging him in his Irregularities? 

a But I paſs to my ſecond Reaſon. 

* II. Becauſe the Way and Manner of bis Itinorancy doth 
= not appear to me to be according 49 Seripture ; but ra- 
x ther a Blemiſh, Reproach, and Scandal to the Miniſirp. 

8 For, 

I. It dath not appear to me, that he hath any Autho- 


a | rity from Chriſt, either mediately, or immediately, 


If he pretends to have Authority from Chriſt, made 

- 3 let him tell by whom ; whether, by apy Biſhop. of 

d | of the Church of Eng land; or by, any Preſbytery, a- 

1 8 the Diſſenters in E ngland, Scotland, or any where 
& 


- If he pretends to an, immediate and extraordinary A 
ion ; let him prove it as others have done, who were 
immediately called and ſent by Chriſt to preach the Goſ- 
pel, and not think to impoſe upon us as the n 
and other Enthuſiaſts would do. | 


t | 2. He ſpends his Time in ſuch 8 where this Peo- 


dcn, want him, (unleſs it be to ſatisfy, as I fear, 

in Curioſity) they having ſet over them in the 

Tord, Paſtors of che own, chuſing , whom they ſhould 
— very highly in Love for their Work ſake, x Theſ. 5. 


I24 13. They being as well qualified for the wk of 
e 


(3) 


the Miniſtry, and many of them, in my Opinion, much 


more lo. 


If I am not miſtaken, one great End of Itinerant | 
Preachers ſhould be to carry the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, to thoſe Places where the People are periſhing 


for lack of Viſion; and to endeavour to plant Chriſtian | 


Churches where there are none. Now there are ſome 
ſuch Places in New- England, and many in America.----- 
But I never could a e Mr. Mphiteſield had any 
Diſpoſition to ſpend his Strength among them; but 
where he is leaſt wanted, there he moſt appears; and 
this I eſteem a great Defect, and an ill Sign upon him, 
ſince he hath devoted himſelf to an itinerant Way of 
Preaching. 


Indeed I have obſerved, that all the itinerantPreachers 
that have rambled about the Country of late Years, have 
taken but very little Notice of the Towns which have | 
been, and are, without learned and' orthodox Minifters ; | 
and viſited thoſe Places where, by the Aſſiſtance of ſome | 
Miniſters who have favoured their wild Conduct, they 
could in a few Hours call an Aſſembly to hear heir 
Words. In ſuch Places they have found the beſt Picking. 
----But may it not be ſaid of them, as in Rom. 16. 18. 
They ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their awn Belly ; | 
and by good Words and fat „ 8 peeches deceive the Hearts of | 
the Simple. | 


* 


III. Becauſe he hath made it manifeſt to every ſerving | 
Eye, that he is no real Friend to the Mini ters and 
Churches of Chriſt in this Land. 


T his 


(9) 


This he hath done ſeveral Ways: I ſhall inſtance in a 
few; as 


1. By repreſenting the Paſtors of theſe Churches to 
be Men of no Grace, without the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and ſo unqualified for the Miniſtry. This he hath done 
in his Journal, where he ſaith, I am verily perſwaded, 
that the Generality of Preachers talk of an unknown, unfelt 
Chri/t ; and theReaſon why Congregations have been ſo dead, 
is becauſe they have had dead Men preaching to them. And 
more abundantly in ſaying of Mr. Tennent's Nottingham 
Sermon, that it is unan/awerable : In which Sermon Mr. 
Tennent outſtrippeth Rabſhakeh in Railery againſt the 
Clergy of this Generation, 


2. By preaching in one Place and another, at the In- 
vitation of ſome Male-contented and factious Perſons, 
without the Conſent, yea contrary to the Mind of their 
pious and orthodox Paſtors, who have received from 
Chriſt the paſtoral Care and Charge of them, and na- 
turally careth for their State; and whoſe Conſcience 
will not allow them to open their Pulpits to him, they 
obſerving many Marks of an Impoſtor upon him ; and 
therefore efteem it their Duty to warn their People to be- 
ware of him as ſuch an one. | 1 88 5 


3. By ſilently encouraging Diſorders in the publick 
Worſhip of God, ſuch as ſcreaming, c. in ſome Places 
in the Country; and publickly condemning them. in 
Boſton ;. as I have been credibly informed. Doth this 
ſhow theMan to be a Friend toOrder in theſeChurches ? 
Or a Friend to Honeſty ? 


SARS ht 1 B 25 By , 
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( 10) 


4. By countenancing and encouraging Separations and 
Seperatiſts from our Churches, as he hath lately done at 
Exeter in the Province of New- Hampybire ; Notwith- 


ſtanding what he ſaid to Dr. Colman. 


Such Things as theſe plainly ſhew that he is no real 
Friend to the Miniſters and Churches in this Land. 


IV. Becauſe many learned, wiſe, prudent, pious and aged 
Miniſters, as well as athers, whom we ought to efleem 
very highly in Love for their Works ſake, have diſap- 
proved of his Gandut? z and condemned ſome of the 
Doctrines which he hath delivered, as erroneous and 
dangerous: As may be ſeen in their printed Teſtimonies 
and Declarations againſt him ; which he takes but lit- 
ile or no. Notice of. . 


For theſe Reaſons I think my ſelf not obliged to invite 
him into my Pulpit; and obliged to warn you againft 


encouraging him to come among us, left you ſhould in- 


cur the Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, who would have his 
Churches know, that he ſearches the Reins and Hearts, 
and will give unto every Man according to his Works, 


Rev. 2. 23. 


My Brethren, this Letter I have wrote in Faithfulneſs 
to you, in this Day of Darkneſs and Deluſion ; and ſub- 
ſeribe my ſelf, | | 


Your faithful aud affeftionate Paftor . 


April 15. Fells. 


1745» 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I Have lately ſeen a Pamphlet put out by a Number of 

Miniſters met at Taunton, March 12. 17 44,5. where- 
in they have publiſhed three Reaſons, that theWorld 
& might know what induced them to countenance and 
c encourage Mr. V hitefield, in his Miniſtrations, parti- 
„ cularly by aſking him into their Pulpits. 


Which Reaſons, poſſibly, ſome of you may think 
ſuſkcient to juſtify their Conduct; and that I might for 
the ſame Reaſons open my Pulpit to him; therefore I 
think my ſelf obliged to take ſome Notice of them. 


. I. Their firſt Reaſon is this, viz. ** Becauſe the Doc- 
“ trines he preaches are (as they apprehend) agreeable 
& to the Standard of Truth, the holy Scri ptures, VIC, 


To this I reply, 

(1.) That tho? a Man can't tbe a good Miniſter unlets 
he be of good Principles, yet he may have good Prin- 
ciples and not ſtand right in the Miniſtry. And he that 
entreth not into the Miniftry at the Door, but climbeth 
up ſome other Way, tho? he be found in Principles, yet 
he is ſuch a'one as our Saviour hath called him, viz. A 
Thief, and a Robber, John 10. 1. ty: 

8 2 (2.) The 
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(2.) The Doctrines which he hath preach'd have not 
been always agreeable to the Standard of Truth, the holy 
Scriptures : He hath ſometimes ſtept aſide it, and told 
his Hearers; That unconverted Men were half Beaſts and 
half Devils ; and that all unconverted Miniſters are half 
Beaſts and half Devils, and can no more be the Means of 
any Man's Converſion, than a dead Man can beget a living 
Child; That Chriſt loveth unregenerate Sinners with a 
Love of Complacency ; — That God loveth Sinners as Sin- 
ners. And many other Things hath he taught for Doc- 
trine, which are not agreeable to the Standard of Truth. 
Some of which he hath retracted, when he ſaw he was 
0 Danger of looſing his Reputation on the Account of 
them. 


My Brethren ! Had any of the landing Miniſtry fed 


their Flocks with ſuch Food, doubtleſs they would have 


complained of them: For it is to be acknowledg'd to 
the Glory of God, and the Praiſe of theſe Churches, 


that there are many among them that can diſtinguiſh 


between Truth and Error. 


2. Their ſecond Reaſon is this, viz. ** Becauſe of the 
& remarkable Succeſs that hath attended his Labours, 


To this I reply, 

That Succeſs is a great Comfort to a good Miniſter ; ; 
but it is no Evidence that a Man ftands right in the Mi- 
niſtry.---Good Miniſters have often been unſucceſsful. 
Who 5225 ee our Rupert | ? ſaid the Prophet, Lai. 


53 


But what hath Mr, JW hitefield's Succeſs been? Who 


can tell that he hath had good Succeſs in a Scripture 
Senſe ? 


— — 
. 


| 
* 
! 


| | 


„„ Aſk aA „ wo = KH ” nn. 


——— = 


hy ˙— 2 wee me Iu 


W Wy % Ä ⁵ͤ oRm_ 0 TY 


=... .4au8,. 4 —_— 


— — m 
- 


| 
| 
3 
ö 
= 


613 


Senſe ? It is to be obſerved with Lamentation, that the 
Succeſs of his Miniſtry, (if it may be called Succeſs) 
hath been to raiſe in the Minds of many a Spirit of 
Cenſoriouſneſs, and Uncharitableneſs, againſt all thoſe 
Miniſters that don't follow him, or open their Pulpits 
to him. And alſo a Spirit of Bitterneſs, Anger, Wrath, 
Malice, Envy, and Revenge in many ; as is evident to 
every obſerving Eye, by the Carriage of his Admirers 
toward many of their Brethren, with whom, before he 
came among us, they lived in Love, Peace, and good 


Agreement; and alſo Separations and Diviſions in our 


Churches.---Such Succeſs he hath had to the Grief of 


many godly Perſons. 


But who are made more humble, more holy, more 
peaceable, and more charitable towards their Miniſters 


and Neighbours by his n ? I ſhould be * to 
ſce ſome Examples of it. 


Theſe Rev. Gentlemen ay; ce that Ged hath 2 
his Miniſtry to ſome of them; 1 hope they will ſhew the 
happy Fruit of it to all Men; and; eſpecially to their 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, towards whom their Beha- 
viour hath been alter'd, ever ſince they embraced itine- 
rant Preachers. 


3. Ther third Reaſon is this, viz. . * :Becauſe of the 
„ exemplary Piety fo conſpicuous in him. 


To this I reply, 
(1.) Exemplary Piety is a neceſſary Qualification for 
a Miniſter; and a great Ornament to him: But yet, 
this doth not qualify a Man for the Miniftry, A Man 
may have this,and yet have noRight to preach theGoſpel. 
And 


( 14 ) 


And till a Man ſtands right in the Miniftry, I think it 
my Duty ts ſhut my Pulpit againft him, and fhall do fo, 


tho' I am cenſured as Mr. Gilbert Tennent hath cenſured 


the Body of the Clergy of this Generation, in that: ſa- 
mous, or rather infamous, Nottingham Sermon, wherein | 
he declares them to be unconverted, in very ſtrong and | 
even ſcurrilous Terms ; as the Rev. Rector and. Tutors 
of Yale-College in New- Haven have well obſerved, in their 
Declaration againſt the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, 
his Principles and Defigns, in a Letter to him ; which 
I never expect to fee anſwered by Mr. V hiteficid, to | 
any good Purpoſe. * | FTA 


(2.) How can his Conduct agree with exemplary 
Piety ? Is it exemplary Piety for a Clergyman to break 
his Ordination Vows ? Is it exemplary Piety for a Man 
that hath had the paſtoral Care of any Church, to turn 
a vagrant Preacher, and to ramble about the World ? 
And is it exemplary Piety in Mr. //h:tefield, to diſturb | 
the Peace of the Churches of Chriſt in one Place and | 
another ? Is it exemplary Piety in him to grieve the 
Spirit of holy Minifters, and holy Brethren, and to pro- 
voke them to pray that God would rebuke him ? Is this 
exemplary Piety ? ä 


Would thoſe Rev. Gentlemen eſteem it exemplary | 
Piety, if any in the Miniſtry who are called Mr. V hite- 
field's Oppoſers, ſhould treat them as Mr. H hiieſield 
hath treated others. Mr. I hitefield may be a good 
Man for what I know of him by any perſonal Acquain- | 
tance ; but if he be a good Man, I think he is a ſtrange 
Man of a good one ; and hath as many Failings as any 
good Man I have known for theſe forty Years. 


io Y 17 ys 
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